This third edition of a classic two volume text is indeed a remarkable and successful effort to present in a comprehensive yet concise manner a massive amount of data on neurological diseases. The 129 chapters written by authorities in their field cover every aspect of these disorders with special emphasis on pathophysiology and therapeutic principles, without sacrificing clinical description and diagnostic issues.
The text is clearly directed to neurologists specialised in adult illnesses with multiple chapters on diseases such as Parkinson's disease, the various types of dementia or schizophrenia. Coverage of paediatric conditions is limited to a few chapters. These chapters, written by distinguished specialists, are mostly excellent and include such topics as cortical development abnormalities, cerebral palsy, childhood tumours, degenerative and metabolic disease. However, they constitute only an overview of the problems child neurologists have to face. There are also very good chapters on general problems such as mechanisms of diseases, genetics, epidemiology, neuroprotection and six chapters on epilepsy that concern all physicians dealing with neurological problems.
The main value of this book for psychiatrists or neurologists working with children resides in the superb coverage of the general pathophysiological and therapeutic aspects. Paediatric specialists will find in this book new concepts and ideas about neurological disorders that may be of value at any age, allowing a better and more up-to-date understanding of some of the conditions they have to deal with. It is good to remind that neurology is one discipline and that progresses in one part are likely to be somehow reflected in the whole discipline, and that basic rules of neurological reasoning are the same at all ages.
Although this text is not specifically written for child neurologists and few of these will consider buying one copy, it can certainly be of value to child departments, especially those that deal with problems related to those of adults or those especially interested in research issues.
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